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Action Items

Read one promise

Each student should read at least one Scripture promise and use it to strengthen
dependence on God.

Thank God early

Practice thanking God for His promise before the visible outcome appears.

Check your perspective

Ask whether each difficult situation is being viewed through personal perception or
through God's promise.

Use the promise list

Students who struggle to find Scriptures should use the provided list of God’s promises.

Practice bounce back

When emotions rise, return quickly to God's word instead of staying stuck in frustration or
fear.

Faith Sees the Invisible

Overview

This gathering was a youth-focused sermon or teaching session in the ongoing
“Faith Walkers" series. The speaker, Pastor Aaron, centered the message on the
theme “Faith Sees the Invisible: Living by What God Has Said, Not Just What
We See.” The talk built on previous lessons about faith, especially the idea that
faith is not merely positive thinking but dependence on God. Throughout the
session, the speaker repeatedly invited the group to redefine faith as
"dependence,” encouraging them to say “dependence” whenever he said “faith.”

The message used biblical stories, school-related examples, family situations,



social media pressures, and personal emotional challenges to teach students
how to live from God's promises rather than from fear, perception, reputation, or
temporary circumstances. A major emphasis was preparing students for the new
school year by helping them walk into school with a stronger identity, a healthier
perspective, and a deeper trust in God.

Opening lllustration: Jesus Calms the Storm

The message opened with a reference to the disciples in the boat with Jesus
during a storm. The speaker described how the disciples saw the rain, heard
thunder, saw lightning, felt the boat rocking, and became overwhelmed by panic.
Meanwhile, Jesus was asleep in the boat.

Key points from this illustration:

e The disciples had already seen Jesus perform miracles, including feeding
thousands, yet they still panicked when the storm came.

e Their fear grew because they focused on what they could see and feel rather
than on who was with them.

e Jesus' response, "Peace, be still," showed authority over the storm.

e The speaker challenged the students to reach a place where they can walk
into chaotic situations and speak peace instead of being ruled by panic.

This illustration set the tone for the entire sermon: believers are called to respond
to life's storms from a place of spiritual authority and dependence on God, not
fear.

Review of the Faith Walkers Series
Pastor Aaron reviewed several major teachings from prior weeks in the series:

¢ Faith is dependence on God. Faith is not self-confidence alone; it is trusting
God's ability more than personal strength.

¢ Faith chooses promise over perception. Perception refers to what people
see, hear, or feel with natural senses. Faith chooses God's promises above
those perceptions.

¢ Faith responds instead of reacts. A faith-filled life is not controlled by
emotional impulses.

e Fear grows when problems are rehearsed. When people keep talking about,



listening to, and magnifying their problems, fear becomes stronger.

¢ Believers must magnify what God has made right rather than constantly
emphasizing what appears wrong.

The speaker noted that people often enjoy drama in entertainment but dislike
drama in their personal lives. The way to overcome personal drama is not to
ignore reality, but to magnify God's promises above the chaos.

Main Message: Faith Sees Beyond the Visible

The first main point was: Faith sees beyond what is visible. The speaker used
Hebrews 11:1, explaining that faith gives substance to hope and provides
evidence before visible evidence exists.

Key teaching:

e Faith sees God's promises before natural eyes see manifestation.
e Faith does not wait until everything is visible before it acts.

e Walking by faith means walking by dependence on God, not by sight.

Biblical Example: Noah

Noah was used as a central example of seeing the invisible. While everyone else
saw dry land, Noah saw rain because God had spoken. He built the ark before the
flood came, even though people likely mocked him and questioned his sanity.

Lessons from Noah:

e Obedience to God may look foolish to people who do not see what God has
said.

e Faith requires acting on God's word before circumstances confirm it.
e Leaders cannot be controlled by popular opinion.

e The speaker quoted a principle from Bible school: “Lions are not moved by
the opinions of sheep.”

The students were encouraged not to let other people’s opinions talk them out of
what God has told them to do.

Biblical Example: Joshua and Caleb

The speaker also referred to Joshua and Caleb in Numbers 13-14. They saw the



same promised land and the same giants as the other spies, but they interpreted
the situation differently.

Key points:

e Ten spies saw obstacles and defeat.
e Joshua and Caleb saw God's promise and possibility.
e Same land, same giants, different perspective.

e Perspective determines how someone moves through life.

The speaker compared this to an architect looking at an empty plot of dirt. One
person sees only dirt, but a builder or architect sees a finished home,
landscaping, plumbing, electricity, and floor plans. In the same way, God'’s
promises help believers see beyond today's circumstances.

God's Word Gives a New Perspective

The second major point was: God's word gives you a nhew perspective. The

speaker taught from 2 Kings 6:15-17, where Elisha's servant became afraid after
seeing an enemy army surrounding the city. Elisha prayed for the servant's eyes
to be opened, and the servant saw horses and chariots of fire surrounding them.

Key teachings:

The servant saw danger first; Elisha saw God's protection.

God's army was greater than the visible enemy army.

The enemy did not see the spiritual reality, but it was still real.

Believers must “stand on business,” meaning stand firmly on God's promises.

The speaker applied this to students entering the new school year:

Do not be moved by last year's GPA.

Do not be defined by last year’s trouble or mistakes.

Do not compare yourself to siblings who may receive more academic praise.

Embrace who God says you are.

A major point was that the way people see themselves and the way they see God
determines how they respond to pressure. Students were reminded that God's
voice must carry more authority than social media, family frustration, past



mistakes, or peer opinion.

Emotions, Peace, and the Storms of Life

The speaker emphasized that emotions can interrupt motion. A person may be
walking in faith, but repeated offenses, criticism, parental conflict, or
disappointment can hit them emotionally and slow them down.

Important statements:

e Peace is not the absence of chaos. Peace is remaining anchored while
chaos is happening.

e Your perspective determines your peace. How someone perceives God and
themselves affects whether they respond from peace or panic.

¢ Faith does not ignore visible problems; it refuses to let visible problems
become the final authority.

The speaker used the “cup half full or half empty” illustration:

e A person who sees the cup as half empty may live as though there is never
enough.

e A person who sees the cup as half full recognizes that they already have
something to work with.

Students were challenged to bring this perspective into school, family life,
grades, finances, and relationships.

Abraham: Faith Lives From the Finished Work

The third point centered on Abraham and Romans 4:18-21. Abraham received
God's promise that he would become the father of many nations even though he
and Sarah were beyond the natural age for having children.

Key points:

e Abraham did not deny the facts: his body was old, and Sarah could not
naturally have children.

e However, he did not allow the facts to become final.
e He became fully persuaded that God would do what He promised.

e He grew stronger in faith and praised God before seeing the outcome.



The speaker repeated a major principle: Faith does not deny facts; faith
refuses to let facts become final.

This was applied to real life situations such as:

e Missing a parent or desiring a relationship with an absent father.
e Feeling pressure from family history or emotional pain.

e Struggling with anxiety or depression because of carrying burdens God never
intended someone to carry.

The speaker encouraged students not to ignore pain but also not to let pain
outrank God's promises and love.

Looking to Jesus as the Source

The fourth point was: Faith looks at Jesus and stays connected to the source.
The speaker used Hebrews 12:2, emphasizing that Jesus is both the author and
finisher of faith.

Key teachings:

e Jesus endured the cross because He could see the joy set before Him.
e Seeing the end from the beginning makes the process more tolerable.

e Spiritual maturity is not measured merely by how long someone has been
saved or how often they attend church.

e The "acid test” of spiritual maturity is the bounce-back game: how quickly a
person returns to God's promises after feeling hurt, angry, discouraged, or
distracted.

The speaker also referenced Colossians 3:1-2, encouraging students to set their
sights on heavenly realities, not only earthly situations. The greatest way to
strengthen dependence on God is not by staring at problems but by continually
looking at Christ.

Social Media, Identity, and Attention

A recurring theme was the danger of allowing social media and peer approval to
define identity. The speaker said social media tells students, “You are what
people think,” but God says, “You are who | say you are."

Key points:



e Likes, follows, comments, and shares cannot become the measure of worth.

e Seeking constant approval from people creates an insatiable desire that can
never be fully satisfied.

e Attention is a powerful currency.
e What people focus on long enough can eventually consume them.

e Students should ask who they are allowing to speak into their lives and who
they have been listening to.

The speaker warned that the enemy often works through perception, emotions,
and repeated negative thoughts to shift believers away from God's promises.

Practical Challenge for the New School Year

Near the end, the speaker gave students a practical three-part challenge for the
year:

e Read one promise from Scripture.
e Thank God that His promise is true before seeing the outcome.
e Ask: "Am | seeing this situation through my perception or through God'’s

promise?”

The speaker also handed out or referenced a list of God's promises for students
who struggle to find Scriptures to stand on.

Discussion and Student Interaction

The speaker questioned students at the end to confirm what they learned.
Several takeaways were discussed:

Faith means depending on God, especially when things are uncomfortable.

Perspective determines peace.

Faith denies facts from being final.

God's promises help believers see beyond today’s circumstances.

One student's football example was used to show how faith works practically. If a
new player transfers into his school and threatens his starting position, trusting
God does not mean stopping practice. Instead, he should continue training,
eating right, resting, and preparing while refusing to let anxiety, fear, jealousy, or
competition control him. The situation could become an opportunity for God to



get glory rather than a reason for insecurity.

Another example involved conflict with a sibling. God's promises can help a
person see beyond anger, sadness, and the immediate emotional moment.

Decisions and Commitments Emphasized

While this was not a business meeting, several spiritual decisions were clearly
emphasized:

e Students should enter the school year depending on God rather than on
reputation, emotions, or peer approval.

e They should choose God's promises over what they see, hear, or feel.

e They should stop allowing past experiences, bullying, grades, or family drama
to define their identity.

e They should develop a habit of returning quickly to God's word after emotional
setbacks.

e They should practice speaking peace and standing in spiritual authority during
storms.

Action Plan

The action plan given to the group was practical and repeated throughout the
message:

¢ Build a daily habit of depending on God.
¢ |dentify promises in Scripture and use them in real situations.

e Practice asking whether a situation is being viewed through perception or
through God's promise.

e Refuse to let facts become final when God has spoken.
e Stay focused on Jesus instead of constantly rehearsing problems.

e Enter the new school year with a renewed perspective, stronger identity, and
greater peace.

Key Questions Raised

e Are you seeing your situation through your perception or through God's
promise?



e Who are you allowing to talk to you?
e Who have you been listening to?
e What are you paying attention to?

e How quickly can you bounce back to God's promises after an emotional
setback?

e Are you allowing visible facts to become final, or are you standing on what
God said?

Closing Emphasis

The message closed by reinforcing that faith is one of the strongest forces a
believer has because it means depending on God. Students were reminded that
challenges will come as soon as they leave the room, so listening and applying
the message matters. The goal is not simply to collect good information but to
experience transformation by allowing God's promises to shape both the heart
and the mind.



