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Action Items

Plan relationship series

Prepare October and November sessions on healthy relationships, boundaries, red flags,
and positive influence.

Follow up with students

Altar and pastoral teams should contact students requesting prayer, emotional support,
salvation, or Holy Spirit ministry.

Provide crisis support

Connect students reporting suicidal thoughts or severe distress with trusted pastoral and
qualified mental-health support.

Promote praise auditions

Invite interested youth to sign up for praise-team auditions through the welcome center.

Attend weekly Power Up

Remind youth about recurring Power Up gatherings and encourage consistent
participation.

Review media influences

Encourage students to evaluate how music, images, podcasts, friendships, and online
content shape their thoughts and decisions.

Faith Over Performance

Meeting Context and Opening

The WCYE youth service opened with energetic praise, a prayer for revelation
and receptive hearts, and a welcome emphasizing that the young people are the
"E" — the experience — of WCYE. The speaker also shared that the next teaching



series, planned for October and November, will focus on relationships under the
theme “Relationships Without Regret.” Planned topics include healthy

relationships, stronger tomorrows, positive influences, red and yellow flags, and
recognizing whether someone is suitable for friendship or a deeper relationship.

The group was encouraged to participate actively in future discussions, just as
they participated in the interactive exercises during this service.

Main Topic: Breaking Free from Performance-Based Faith

The central message continued the series “Faith Walkers,"” specifically the
theme of breaking free from performance-based Christianity. The speaker
explained that outwardly religious behavior can resemble genuine faith. A person
may pray, read the Bible, attend church, serve, give, and make good choices
while still depending on personal performance rather than on what Jesus has
already accomplished.

The message contrasted two approaches:

e Performance says: "Earnit.”

e Grace says: "Receive it.”

e Performance produces pressure.

e **Eajth produces rest.”

e Performance focuses on what | do.

¢ Faith focuses on what Jesus did.

The speaker clarified that rest does not mean a lack of effort. Rather, it means
freedom from striving to earn God's love, approval, salvation, or blessing. Prayer,
Bible reading, service, obedience, and wise decisions remain important, but they
should flow from relationship and gratitude instead of being used as spiritual
currency.

A restaurant illustration was revisited: if a meal has already been paid for,
washing dishes is not wrong, but washing dishes because one believes the bill is
still unpaid reflects a misunderstanding. Similarly, believers should not perform
religious activities to pay God back or qualify for something Jesus has already
provided through grace.

Biblical Teaching and Key Points



The speaker used Galatians 3:9-14 to explain that people are made right with
God through faith, not through trying to perfectly keep the law. Christ took the
curse of wrongdoing upon Himself on the cross and secured redemption for
believers. Hebrews 9:12-15 was also used to emphasize that Christ’s sacrifice
was offered once and secured redemption permanently.

The main theological conclusions were:

e Believers are made right with God through faith in Christ, not through flawless
behavior.

e Jesus has already secured redemption and the promised Holy Spirit.

e Christian behavior is a result of Christ’s life within a person, not a purchase
price for salvation.

e A believer's confidence should rest in Jesus' finished work rather than in how
well they have performed recently.

e Shame often attempts to convince people that something is fundamentally
wrong with them, while the gospel points them toward their identity and
acceptance in Christ.

The speaker repeatedly encouraged the youth to identify as righteous in Christ.
The argument was that behavior begins to change when people see themselves
according to their new identity rather than allowing past behavior, trauma, family
history, or social expectations to define them.

Identity, Trauma, and Breaking Cycles

A significant personal testimony described the speaker’s childhood experience of
growing up with negative stories about his father, who was incarcerated shortly
before the speaker’s birth. The speaker explained that he initially felt drawn
toward the identity and behavior associated with those stories. He later
recognized that God had protected and redirected him, including through the
influence of church leaders and mentors.

This testimony was used to teach that people do not have to repeat destructive
family patterns. The speaker described himself as a “cycle breaker” and
encouraged the young people to believe that they can break cycles of trauma,
anger, addiction, broken relationships, and harmful behavior. The emphasis was
that a person's future is not permanently determined by family statistics or past
experiences.



The youth were encouraged to show empathy toward people who have harmed
them, while also recognizing that empathy does not mean forcing someone to
accept faith or remaining in unhealthy situations. Everyone needs a Savior, but
people cannot be coerced into transformation.

Interactive Scenario: Chris and Transactional Religion

The leaders presented a scenario about Chris, who had spent a month reading
the Bible, praying, attending church, serving, and avoiding harmful behavior.
After failing to make a desired team, Chris became angry and said that, after
everything he had done for God, God should have rewarded him.

The youth identified several problems with Chris's thinking:

e He treated God like a genie who should grant a request in exchange for good
behavior.

e He placed confidence in his consistency and effort rather than in Jesus.
e He turned good behavior into a form of currency.

e His actions were motivated by expected rewards rather than love, relationship,
or gratitude.

The leaders clarified that prayer, Bible study, serving, worship, and good choices

still matter. However, they are not methods for forcing God to respond. They help
believers know God, depend on Him, grow spiritually, and allow Christ's character
to be expressed through their lives.

A contrast was presented between two students:

e Student A says, “God should bless me because | have been doing everything
right.” This represents performance.

e Student B says, "l want to live in a way that honors God because of what |
have already received in Christ." This represents faith.

The key distinction is motivation. Faith does not attempt to become accepted; it
acts from an identity that has already been accepted through Christ.

Faith Speaks from Belief

The fourth teaching point was that faith speaks from belief, not for belief. The
leaders referenced 2 Corinthians 4:13, Romans 10:9-10, and Hebrews 10:23 to



explain that words should flow from genuine conviction rather than from a
formula intended to create a desired outcome.

The teaching emphasized:

e Belief comes first, then speech.

e God's Word is not spoken to make it true; it is spoken because it is believed to
be true.

e Confession should express belonging, identity, and dependence on God.

e Repeating positive statements mechanically does not replace genuine trust in
God.

A college-admissions scenario illustrated this point. Taylor repeatedly said, "I got
accepted,” because a friend told her that saying it enough would make it happen.
However, she remained terrified internally and panicked when she admitted that
she might not get in. The group concluded that Taylor was relying on a formula
rather than on God. Her faith had become dependent on saying the right words
enough times instead of trusting God regardless of the outcome.

The leaders warned against treating declarations as magical affirmations.
Statements such as "l am made righteous,” "God supplies all my needs,” and "My
future is secured in Jesus Christ” should be spoken as expressions of belief, not
as attempts to manipulate circumstances.

Emotions, Temptation, and Discernment

The discussion also addressed the relationship between faith and emotions. The
leaders stated that faith does not require pretending emotions are unreal.
Feelings are information, signals, or notifications, but they are not automatically
instructions. A person may feel afraid, angry, sad, or ashamed without allowing
that emotion to dictate a destructive action.

The group discussed the influence of words, images, and sounds. The teaching
presented the following progression:

e Words, images, and sounds influence thoughts.
e Thoughts influence emotions.
e Emotions influence decisions.

e Decisions influence actions.



e Actions develop habits.
e Habits shape character.

e Character influences destination.

Young people were encouraged to examine their media, music, podcasts, online
content, friendships, and other sources of influence. Particular attention was
given to partying, lust, pornography, substance use, negative influences, fear,
and harmful peer pressure. These influences may arrive in attractive or
entertaining forms, so discernment is necessary.

The leaders also cautioned the group not to accept every teaching simply
because it sounds logical or comes from someone with a religious title. They
encouraged students to learn how to interpret Scripture responsibly.

Emotional and Pastoral Support

The leaders strongly rejected religious pressure to hide grief, sadness, fear, or
mental-health struggles. Jesus' grief at Lazarus's death was used as an example
that emotional expression is compatible with faith. Ignoring emotions can lead to
unresolved issues rather than healing.

The practical response to intense emotions is to acknowledge them, seek God,
reach out for help, and avoid self-destructive coping strategies. The service
included a pastoral invitation for prayer, salvation, Holy Spirit ministry, and
emotional support. Specific concern was expressed for individuals experiencing
suicidal thoughts or intrusive, condemning thoughts connected to past actions.
The altar team was asked to provide prayer, follow-up, support, and appropriate
help.

Decisions and Closing Declarations

The service concluded with an invitation for attendees who had not accepted
Christ to receive salvation privately with the altar team. Those needing prayer,
identity support, emotional care, or the baptism of the Holy Spirit were also
invited forward.

The congregation repeated declarations including:

e “l am made righteous.”

e “No weapon formed against me shall prosper.”



e "My GPA is excellent.”

e "| have favor with people in high places.”

e "God supplies all of my needs.”

e "God loves me, and there is nothing | can do about it."
e "My future is secured in Jesus Christ."

e "l am growing daily in my walk with Christ."

The final worship segment reinforced the theme that God is fighting for His
people, that the battle is already won through Christ, and that believers can move
into God'’s goodness, favor, peace, and protection.

Announcements

e The café is open after service.
e Praise-team auditions are available for sign-up.
e The ice cream truck is outside.

e Weekly Power Up gatherings take place on Wednesdays and Fridays, with an
additional Monday reference during the announcements.

e Online viewers were encouraged to scan the QR code, provide service
feedback, share creative ideas, and follow WCYE on social media.

Overall Takeaway

The core message was to stop trying to earn what Jesus has already provided.
Christian practices should continue, but they must flow from love, identity,
gratitude, and dependence on Christ rather than fear, shame, or a transactional
expectation of reward. The youth were challenged to believe before speaking, to
let their identity in Christ shape their behavior, to resist destructive influences, to
acknowledge emotions without being controlled by them, and to seek community
and professional support when facing serious emotional or mental-health
struggles.



